MANUAL 


FOR THE 

USE OF THE MEMBERS 


OF THE 


FIRST PRRSBTTERIitI CRCRCR 


IN MEXICOVILLE, N. Y. 


?By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to anothf 

John xiii, 35. 


COMPILED AND PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE CHURCH, AU6. 1, 184f 



OSWEGO: 

PRINTED BY HATCH & MILES, PALLADIUM OFFICE. 














BRIEF HISTORICAL NOTICES. 


This Church was organized February 24, 1830, by Rev. Oliver W. 
Ayer, Rev. Ralph Robinson, and Rev. Oliver Leavitt, a commit¬ 
tee appointed for that purpose by the Oswego Presbytery. 

The following persons, members of the Presbyterian Church, Mexico, 
having adopted articles of faith and renewed their covenant, were organ¬ 
ized into a church, bearing the name of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Mexicoville : 

Melinda Wood, 

Susan Mathers, 

Sally M. Ames, 

Laura Goit, 

Asa Bebee, 

Allen Bebee, 

Abigal Bebee, 

Warner Mitchell, 

Nancy Lord, 

Eunice Killam, 

Nath'l Butler, 

Cynthia Butler, 

Sophia Taft, 

By Letter—Daniel Robinson and Polly Robinson. 

The church being organized, adopted the Congregational form of Gov¬ 
ernment, and put themselves under the care of the Oswego Presbytery. 

The following Ministers have served the church as pastors or stated 
supply, successively: Ralph Robinson, supply ; Oliver W. Ayer, 

supply; Alfred White, supply ; - Dunham, supply; J. A. Hart, 

supply; Charles Bowles, supply ; D. R. Dixon, supply ; Wm. Blodg- 
ET, supply; John Eastman, pastor; Josiah Leonard, pastor; Rus¬ 
sell Whiting, supply; Dan’l Van Valkenburgh, supply; Henry 
Parker, supply. 

The following individuals have served successively as Deacons : Ja- 
BiN Wood, Asa Bebee, Starr Clark, Sam’l Smith, and Charles 
Wheeler. 


Shubal Alford, 

Mary A. South worth, 
Rebecca Matthews, 
Lucinda Alford, 

Levi Matthews, 
Catharine Wheeler, 
Sally Davis, 

Sally Kingsbury, 
Mary A. Matthews, 
Edmund Matthews, 
Lucy Matthews, 
Clark Bebee, 

Jabin Wood, 


Alex. C. McNitt, 
Mary E. McNitt, 
Louisa Davis, 
Mary McNitt, 
Nancy J. Bebee, 
Lovisa Matthews, 
Samuel Wilson, 
Caroline Wilson, 
Anson Gustin, 
Eliza A. Gustin, 
Isaac Stone, 

Lydia Stone, 
Fanny Wood. 









Rev. THOMAS A. WEED, Pastoe. 


JABIN WOOD, 
SAMUEL SMITH, 
CHARLES WHEELER. 

BENJAMIN S. STONE, 
CHARLES WHEELER, 
WILLIAM AMES, 
SAMUEL SMITH, 
GEORGE S. THRALL, 
WARHAM BURT, 

JAMES S. CHANDLER, 
LEVI MATTHEWS, Jr., 
GEORGE WHEELER. 





Preaching twice on the Sabbath. Public exercises commence a 
10 1-2 o’clock A. M., and 1 o’clock P* M. 

The Sabbath School and Bible Classes connected with the congregatioi 
commence every Sabbath immediately after the close of the morning 
service, and continue in session three-fourths of an hour. 

A general prayer and conference meeting in the Session-room on th, 
Sabbath, commencing at five or seven o’clock P. M., according to th 
season,—notice given from the pulpit. 

A stated Church prayer and conference meeting every Thursday ever 
ing—time and place of meeting noticed on the Sabbath. 

A Female Miss. Society” connected with the Church and congrega 
tion meets semi-monthly, on Wednesdays, 1 o’clock P. M. Place c' 
meeting notified on the Sabbath. 

The Lord’s Supper is dispensed on the first Sabbath of the followin, 
months: January, March, May, July, September, November. Prepare 
tory lecture at 2 o’clock P. M. on the Saturdays preceding the abov 
Sabbaths. 

Persons desiring to connect themselves with the Church, either b 
letter or on confession of faith, will present themselves or letters for tht 
consideration of the Church immediately after the preparatory lectur(, 
Children who are to receive the ordinance of Baptism should be presented 
on that occasion—or immediately before the administration of the Lord 
Supper on the Sabbath. 





FORM OP ADMISSION TO THE CHURCH. 


The Pastor addresses the candidate in the follotving or similar pre¬ 
liminary remarks 

By a public profession of faith in Jesus Christ, you do not create new, 
but simply recognize and acknowledge previously existing responsibili¬ 
ties. Your present act does not lay you under obligations which never 
existed before, to consecrate every active power of your being to the 
Lord. You ought to have felt this obligation, and to have been influen¬ 
ced by it, ever since you were capable of moral action. It is your sin 
that you have refused to do it so long. You are now before God and his 
people, both to acknowledge this sin and to declare your fixed and solemn 
purpose, henceforward, to live wholly for Him who died fo^ you and 
rose again. To this end you confess Him before men—thus publicly 
declaring your abhorence of sin, your love of holiness, your comfort of 
hope and joy of faith, your fixed and unalterable purpose to bring every 
power of your being into subjection to the obedience of Christ, and to 
identify yourself and all your interests for time and eternity, with the 
Church of the living God. 

To the confession of faith and solemn covenant which you are now 
about to make, God, and Angels, and men are witnesses. The conse¬ 
quences of this transaction will run parallel with eternal ages, and will 
live in delightful or mournful remembrance amid the songs of glory, or 
the wailings of despair. 

Overwhelming as is the solemn nature of the step you are now taking, 
be not dismayed ; God is mightier than both your fears and your foes.— 
The Lord Jesus Christ has said, All that the Father giveth to me shall 
come to me, and Mm that cometh to me I mil in no wise cast outJ^ 

















THE FOUNDATION OF FAITH. 

I. You believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, 
are the word of God, written by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; and 
that they contain the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

2 Tim. 3,16; 2 Pet. 1,21; Isa. 8,20; Gal. 1,8 9; Rev. 22,18 19. 

TRINITY. 

II. You believe in the existence of an infinite God, who, although one 
God, subsists in an incomprehensible Trinity,Father, Son, and HolyGhost. 

Mat. 28,19; 2 Cor. 13 14; 1 John 5 7. 

CREATION AND GOVERNMENT OF GOD. 

III. That God created all things; and that, in a sovereign manner. He 
so governs the whole as to execute His eternal purposes respecting them 

in Providence and Redemption. 

Ps. 103,19; Rom. 11,36; Eph. 1,11; Col. 1,10; Mat. 10, 29. 

PRIMITIVE STATE OF MAN—HIS FALL AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 

IV. That God created man at first upright, in His own moral image, 
and constituted him public head and representative of his posterity—and 
that, in consequence of his disobedience, his descendants are totally des¬ 
titute of holiness, and that all their moral exercises, while unregenerate, 
are wholly sinful. 

Rom. 3, 9—18, and 5, 12—19, and 4,15; 1 John 3, 4; Gen. 6, 5; Rom. 8, 7, 8; 2 Cor. 5, 

14; Eph. 2, 1—3. 

WAY OF salvation. 

V. Tha^, God so loved the world that He gave His only begotton Son 
to sufier and die as a sacrifice for sin, that whosoever believeth on Him 
might not perish but have everlasting life ; and that the atonement made 
by .Tesus Christ is'sufficient for the whole human family. 

Mat. 28,19, 20; Mark 16, 15, 16; John 3,16,17,13; Rom. 5, 6. 

AGENCY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN REGENERATION. 

VI. That men are voluntary ‘ in their opposition to God and holiness, 
and that the nature of this opposition is such that no one will believe in 
Christ but as faith is wrought in the heart by the renewing influences of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Eph. 3,11; 2 Tim. 1, 9; 1 Cor. 6, 11; John 1,13. 

THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION. 

VII. That God did, from all eternity, elect some of our sinful race unto 
everlasting life, through sanctification of the Spirit and obedience and 
belief of the trutli; and that repentance, faith, and obedience, are not 

the cause but the effects of their election. 

Fpli. 1, 4. 9, U; Rom.8,30; 2 Tim. 1, 9; 1 Thess. 5, 9; Rom. 9, 11,13, 16, IS. 
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PEKSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS. 

VIII. Tliat all who truly believe in Christ will persevere in holiness, 
being kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation. 

Heb. 3 ,65 Job 17, 9; John 10, 27-29; 1 Pet. 1, 5. 

MORAL LAW AND GOOD WORKS. 

IX. That all men, and the people of God particularly, are under solemn 
obligations to observe the moral law as a rule of life, and to abound in 
love and good works. 

John 14, 21-24. 

GROUND OF ADMISSION TO THE CHURCH. 

X. That, although all men are bound to profess faith in Christ, yet 
none have any right to the privileges of the church but those who give 
credible evidence of a change of heart, and are united to the visable 
kingdom of God. 

Mat. 7 , 21; John 3,3 5 7. 

INSTITUTIONS OF CHRIST. 

XI. That Christ has appointed two sacraments for the use and edifi¬ 
cation of the church, which are baptism and the Lord’s supper. 

Mat. 28,19; Acts 2, 39, compared with Gen. 17, 7—14, and with Roin. 9th chapter.— 

Lord’s supper, Luke 22, 19 20; 1 Cor. 9, 23—26. 

THE BAPTISM OF THE CHILDREN OF BELIEVERS. 

XII. That believers in Christ are solemnly bound to have the seal of 
baptism upon their offspring, and to train them up in the nurture and ad- 

«monition of the Lord. 

Gen. 17, 7 9 compare with Gal. 3, 9, 14; Rom. 4, 11 12; Acts 2, 38 39; Acts 16, 14 15 33; 

Col. 2,1112; 1 Cor. 7,14; Mat. 28, 19; Mark 10,13—16; Luke 18,15. 

OBSERVING THE SABBATH. 

XIII. That the first day of the week is the Christian Sabbath, and is 
to be sanctified by a holy resting all the day, even from such worldly 
employments and recreations as are lawful on other days; and by spend¬ 
ing the whole time in the public and private exercises of God’s worship, 
except so much as is to be taken up in the w'orks of mercy. 

Ex. 16, 23, 25 20 29 30, also 31, 1516; Isa. 58, 13; Mat. 12, 1—13. 

THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS. 

XIV. That watchfulness over the life, holy meditation, a conscientious 
attention upon public, (1) family, (2) and secret worship, (3) together 
with the steady practice of righteousness, truth, sincerity, and chastity, 
toward man—and of sobriety and temperance toward ourselves, are the 
indispensable duties of every Christian.(4) 

(1) Isa. 50,7; Heb. 10,25; Prov. 8, .34; Acts 2. 42. (2) Jer. 10, 25; Job 1, 5; 2 Sam’l 

6, 18 20. (3) Mat. 0, 6; Eph. 6,18. (4j 1 Cor. 0, 20 and 10, 31—33; Gal. 5, 22—26. 
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i'ERPETUITY OF THE CHURCH, FINAL JUDGMENT, AND FUTURE STATE. 

XV. That God will have a church in the world to the end of time,when 
'ledead shall be raised, the judgment shall sit, the righteous shall be 
bceived into everlasting life, and the wicked shall be doomed to endless 
nisery. , 

Mat. IG, 18 and 25, 31—46; John 5, 28 29; Rev. 22,11; 1 Cor. 15, 35—38. 

Do you now, before God and his people, adopt and profess your belief 
in the foregoing summary of gospel doctrine and duty ? 

(Here baptism will be administered to such as have not before recciv-- 
edit—after which the following Covenant will be proposed to the can¬ 
didates,) 

Having given your public assent to the articles of faith adopted in this 
church, you will now attend to the 

\ ou do now, in the presence of the heart-searching God, before angels 

and men, so far as you know your own heart, solemnly avouch Jehovah, 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to be your God. 

\ou receive the Father as your Father—the Lord Jesus Christ as 

your all-sufficient and only Redeemer—and the Holy Ghost as your sanc- 

tifier. Renouncing all ungodliness and every worldly lust, you do give 

up.your all, soul and body, to be the Lord’s, promising to walk before Him 

in holiness and love, all the. days of your future life. 

[Here persons to be received by letter will be called upon to rise and assent to the 
remaining part of the Covenant.] 

^ You receive the brethren of Christ in this place as your brethren, and 
his friends as your friends—promising to watch over them with all Chris¬ 
tian fidelity and tenderness. You do also submit yourself to the govern¬ 
ment of Christ, in his Church, and to the regular administration of it in 
this Cliurch in particular. You covenant to walk in communion with the 
brethren, not only while you continue to be a member of this Church, but 
also in all other places in which you may reside, where the ordinances of 
God are maintained, endeavoring to promote divine worship and Christ¬ 
ian love and fellowship, by all the means of Christ’s appointment and 
within your power. And, finally, you agree to live as an humble Chris¬ 
tian, in a regular and faithful attendance on the worship and ordinances 
of Christ in this place, and in the performance of all your solemn en¬ 
gagements to God and this Church, until by death, or otherwise, regular¬ 
ly removed. 

All this you solemnly engage, in humble dependence on the grace of 
•.Jod ? 
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(Here all the members of the Church will arise.) 

ACCEPTATION. 

We do now receive you into our communion, and promise to watch 
')ver you with Christian affection and tenderness, ever treating you in love, 
fS a member of the. body of Christ, who is head over all things to the 
/'hurch. This we do, imploring of the great Shepherd of Israel, our 
LiOrd and Redeeinerj that both you and we may have wisdom and grace 
0 be faithful in his covenant, and to glorify Him with the holiness which 
)ecomes His house forever. Amen. 


The following questions are affectionately recommended to the prayer- 
al and frequent perusal of each member of this Church : 

1. Are you in the practice of daily secret prayer ? 

2. Are you in the practice of daily family prayer ? 

3. Do you make it a matter of conscience to attend all the meetings 
or social worship appointed by the Church, but as the providence of God 
hall otherwise direct ? 

4. Are you doing any thing to further the salvation of the rising gen- 
ration, in Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes ? 

5. Do you sincerely desire and pray for the salvation of the children 
'lid youth committed to your care ? 

6. Are you as tender of the reputation of a brother as of your own ? 

7. Will you keep your tongue from speaking evil of a brother, and if 
n any thing you are displeased with him, will you follow the Gospel 
rule, and tell him your feelings between him and yourself alone ? 

8. Will you make it a solemn matter of conscience never to visit any 
place of amusement or social pleasure, on which you can not first ask the 
divine blessing, or where it may be deemed intrusive to introduce the 
■ubject of religion ? 

9. Do you keep the Sabbath day holy ? • 

10. Do you read and hear without prejudice—without wishing any 
jystem or doctrine to be true—without desiring to find any false—with 
II willingness to receive as true, and to obey whatever is taught in scrip- 
jure—with a sense of the injinite importance of the truth—with a readi- 
|icss to sacrifice any pursuit, wish, or gratification militating against it ? 
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RULES FOR SELF-CULTURE. 

1. I^et mo meditate on mich subjects, and among such scenes ami # 
society, as shall humble me, raise me above human opinion, deliver me 
from envy, dispose me to receive reproof, and make me active. 

3. Review every action, after performing it—consider from what 
principle it proceeded, and ask forgiveness for whatever of sin has min¬ 
gled in it. 

3. Let me, when in society with those who diiFer from me, feel the 
imiwrtance of sincerity and independence. Let me consider that virtue 
is infinitely more important than their good opinion. Let me leave to 
(Jod the impression which I make, when I frankly express feelings and 
opinions. Let me remember that ultimately the friendship of the good 
will be secured by the discharge of duty. 

4. Let me place duty on the ground of privilege, and consider any op¬ 
portunity of employing time usefully, a favor—and ask only. What is ' 

duty ? in every state. 

5. Let me live in a continual preparation for prayer, in such a state 

of mind that I may immediately engage in it. ^ 

(5. In conversation, let me draw persons from evil speal^ing and con- ^ 

tention, and painful or injurious subjects, by catching some thought sug¬ 
gested, and make it the ground of remark. 

7. To perceive the true end of existence and the means to that end, is * 

to improve the mind. We have a complex end, yet a harmonious one. 

The glory and kingdom of God, the holiness and happiness of mankind, 
and our own eternal good. 

8. Religious exercises are God’s armor to defend us, the means of 
grace, support, and glory. Hence, union with Christ is a ground of 
fruitfulness. Christ is all-important to us, as a substantial, steady exhi¬ 
bition of righteousness, not fleeting or unsubstantial. 




RULES OF DISCIPLINE AND PRACTICE. 

1. When all other means of removing an offence fail, the Church shall 
take it into consideration. 

2. There shall be two inodes in which an offence may be brought be¬ 
fore the Church, either by an individual or individuals who appear as ac¬ 
cusers and undertake to substantiate the charge—or by common report. 

3. In the former case, process must be pursued in the name of the ac¬ 
cuser or accusers—in the latter, there is no need of naming any person, 
as common fame is the accuser. 

4. No charge of a private or personal nature shall be brought before 
the Church, until the person complaining shall have first taken the steps 
prescribed by our Savior in the 18th chap, of Math., I5th and 16th verses. 
Those who bring infomation of private or personal injuries before the 
Church without having taken the previous steps, or those who shall 
spread the knowledge of an ofienco unless so far as it shall be unavoida¬ 
ble in bringing it before the Church, shall themselves be considered as 
guilty of an offence against the peace of the Church. 

6. Tliere shall be a committee of five chosen once a year, whose duty 
it shall be to bring before the Church all common-fame reports against 
the members thereof that tend to bring slander and reproach on the cause 
of Christ. After they have taken the necessary steps to bring said mem¬ 
ber or members to repentance, and to prosecute to a final result, it shall 
not be necessary to perform all that private labor required in cases of 
private or personal offences. 

6. In exhibiting the charge, the time and circumstances shall, if pos¬ 
sible, be stated. 

7. When the Church enter upon the consideration of a charge, no more 
shall be done at the first meeting, unless by the consent of the parties, 
than to give the accused a copy of all the charges, and to cite all concern¬ 
ed to appear at the next meeting of the Church, to have the matter heard 
and decided. Notice shall be given to the parties six days, at least, pre¬ 
vious to the time of said meeting. 

8. The citations shall be signed and issued by the Moderator or Clerk, 
in the name of the Church. 
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^ 0. When nn accused person or witness refuses to obey the citations of 
^le Church, lie shall bo cited the second time, and if he still refuses, he 
hall bo excluded from the communion of the Church for his contumacy, 
Jntil he shall repent. 

10. The time allowed for the appearance of an accused person or a 
witness the second time and meeting for the trial, shall be at the discre- 
ion of the Church ; but it shall not bo less than is quite sufficient for a 
lonvoniont and seasonable compliance with the citation. 

11. The Church, before proceeding to trial, will ascertain that the 
citations have been duly served, and the parties notified. 

12. The trial shall be fair and impartial; the witnesses shall be exam¬ 
ined in the presence of the accused, or after he shall have received due 
notice, and the accused shall be permitted to ask any questions tending 
to his own exculpation. 

13. The judgment of the Church shall be regularly entered on its rec¬ 
ords. 

14. The persons found guilty shall be admonished, or excluded from 
the privileges of the Church, as the case shall appear to deserve, until 
he or she repent. 

15. The sentence shall be published on the Lord’s day publicly in the 
Church, as it shall direct. 

16. Such ofienders as will not be reclaimed by private or public admo¬ 
nitions of the Church, are to bo cast off from its communion agreeable 
to our Lords directions, Math. 18, 7, and the Apostle’s injunction, ,1st 
Cor. 5, 1—5. 

17. It shall be the duty of every male member of the Church to attend 
he meetings of the Church for business, or to render a reasonable excuse 
it the next Church meeting—and it shall be the duty of the Pastor or 
Moderator to call on such absent members to render their excuse. 

18. No professional council shall be permitted to appear in any case_ 

but an accused person, if he chooses, may select some person in the 
Church to prepare and lay his defence before the Church. 

19. Questions of order shall be decided by the Moderator, and if an 
appeal is made from the chair, the question shall be taken without debate. 

20. The Minister, or, in his absence, one of the Deacons, shall preside 
as Moderator. 

21. Process in case of slander shall commence within the space of one 
par after the crime shall have been committed, unless it shall have re- 
j’ently become flagrant. 
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WITNESSES. 

1. Either party may have a right to challenge a witness, and his ca¬ 
pability to testify in the case shall be determined by the Church, but no 
person who is not of a good moral character shall be a witness. 

2. The testimony of more than one witness is necessary in order tcf 
substantiate a charge—yet if other witnesses bear testimony to difFeri 
ent similar aets belonging to the same general charge, the offence shal 
be considered as proved. 

3. Witnesses shall be examined first by the party introducing them 
—^then crossexamined by the other party if it wish. 

4. The oath of a witness shall be administered by the Moderator or 
Clerk in the following terms: ^‘You solemnly promise, in the presence ot 
the Omniscient and heart-searching Judge, that you will declare the truth 
according to your knowledge m the matter you are called to witness, as 
you shall answer it to the great Judge of the quick and dead.” 

6. The records of the Church transcribed and certified to by the Mod¬ 
erator and Clerk shall be evidence in case of appeals. 

^ 6 When the witnesses have all been examined, the accused and the 
prosecutor may have the privilege of commenting on the testimony. 

7. The tesi imony given by the witnssses must be faithfully recorded 
and read to them for their approval. 

APPEALS. 

1. When an accused person feels as though he had not had a fair trial, 
he may, within ten days, carry (or give notice of his intention to do so) 
the case to the Presbytery or to a council of Ministers and Laymen, to be 
selected equally by the parties—and have a second hearing before said 
Presbytery or council, and the decision of said Presbytery or council 
shall be decisive. 

2. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the Church, in case of an ap¬ 
peal, to send authenticated copies of .the record in the case to said Pres¬ 
bytery or council. 

RECEIVING AND DISMISSING MEMBERS. 

1. Any persons wishing to unite with this Church shall make his or 
her views known to the Pastor or Deacons, and shall give the Church an 
opportunity to inquire into their doctrinal and experimental knowledge, 
and their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. All persons presenting themselves for Church membership, either 
by letter or by profession of faith, can only be received by the consent of 
a majority of the Church present at the time. 
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3. All persons who shall bo received into this Church, shall publicly 

ivo their assent to the articles of faith and Covenant of this Church. 

4. It shall be left optional with the Church to receive members pre¬ 
senting themselves at the time of examination or to have them pro¬ 
pounded. 

5. No member can be dismissed from this Church unless for the pur- 
jwse of uniting with some other Christian Church, and the name of that 
(church placed on the certificate if it can be ascertained—K)therwise, 
where Providence may cast the lot of that member. 

6. When a member shall be dismissed from this Church, he shall be 
considered under the jurisdiction of this Church, imtil he shall have con¬ 
nected himself with some other Christian Church. 

7. It shall be the duty of individuals dismissed from this Church by 
letter, as soon as practicable to connect themselves with the Church to 
which they are recommended. Those who refuse or neglect to do this 
shall be considered as guilty of an offence against the Church, and can 
only be received back into this Church by satisfactory explanations or 
confessions. Letters of recommendation shall be good for one year only. 

8. Members requesting letters of dismission and recommendation from 
this to other Christian Churches, if that request be granted, shall be con¬ 
sidered as disqualified to act in meetings for business. 

9. Any of these rules and regulations may be amended, or new ones 
substituted, if a majority of the Church present shall think it advisable. 




